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BOOK REVIEWS 

THE FFOULKE COLLECTION OF 
TAPESTRIES, WITH DESCRIPTIONS. 
ARRANGED BY CHARLES M. FFOULKE. 
Frederic Fairchild Sherman, 1790 Broadway, 
New York, Publisher. Two hundred and fifty 
copies privately printed. Price $60.00. 

This interesting work comes to us in a 
folio volume beautifully printed and hand- 
somely bound, a book to delight the 
heart of the Bibliophilist. Not only is 
the typography the best, but the illustra- 
tions, to which seventy-five full pages 
are devoted, constitute in themselves a 
rare exhibit of reproductive art. These 
illustrations setting forth as many examples 
of rich and beautiful tapestries are photo- 
gravures, the majority in tint, a few in 
color. In every way this book is a worthy 
setting for the important subject treated, 
a subject in which interest has greatly 
increased in recent years. 

In a sketch of Mr. Ffoulke's life his 
friend, Mr. Glenn Brown, who for many 
years was Secretary of the American 
Institute of Architects, tells how the 
collector developed his love of tapestries 
and became one of the leading connoisseurs 
and critics in this field, as well as how he 
he assembled his rare and remarkable 
tapestry collection. 

Following this introduction is an essay 
dealing with the subject of tapestries 
generally, written by M. Ernest Verlant, 
Director General of the Fine Arts in 
Belgium. This is an instructive and 
comprehensive review of tapestries in 
Flanders, France and Italy, as well as a 
commentary on some of the works repro- 
duced in this volume. It not only en- 
lightens the general reader, but prepares 
those who would make a more careful 
study of the subject for the better appreci- 
ation of the superb plates, accompanied 
by descriptions condensed from Mr. 
Ffoulke's original monographs, which form 
the bulk of this volume. 

Both as a work of art and as a reference 
book this volume can not fail to make a 
strong appeal. It should by all means, 
be included in all important libraries, 
especially those of art museums. In 
addition to the interest and value of Mr. 
Verlant's illuminating article, the illus- 



trations will be found by students of 
design, as well as by students of the art 
of tapestry weaving, of great value. 

All of the Flemish tapestries have 
marvelous borders, giving suggestion to 
the designers of the present day. 

It may be added also that this work is 
an important historical record of the famous 
Barberini collection, tapestries which some 
years ago passed from the possession of 
that family to Mr. Ffoulke and have since 
been widely scattered. The series of 
twelve tapestries illustrating "The Life 
of Christ," which is now to be seen on 
the walls of the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine, New York, was originally 
derived from this collection. They were 
designed from cartoons by Romanelli for 
the throne room of the Barberini palace in 
Rome. In 1891 Mrs. Elizabeth U. Coles 
purchased them of Mr. Ffoulke and later 
presented them to the Cathedral. There 
were 135 pieces in the Barberini collection 
acquired by Mr. Ffoulke. These embrace 
the Flemish, Italian and French schools, 
and represented the best of their output. 
It is these marvelous examples of the 
weavers' art which are illustrated and de- 
scribed in this really magnificent monu- 
mental volume. 

The fact that this work has been pri- 
vately printed and in a limited edition 
will, unfortunately, prevent it from being 
very widely distributed. 

A READER'S GUIDE TO MODERN 
ART, COMPILED BY ROBERT B. HARSHE. 

Published by the Wahlgreen Company, San 
Francisco. Price 50 cents. 

This valuable pamphlet was compiled 
primarily as an index to the artists repre- 
sented in the Palace of Fine Arts at the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 
but will be found of use far beyond this 
limited field. It is, as the author says, an 
attempt to systematize the accessible biblio- 
graphical material concerning modern ar- 
tists which has been published during recent 
years not only in book form but in numerous 
monthly magazines and other periodicals. 
Furthermore it lists not only the modern 
artists of America, but of European nations 
and also China and Japan. For study 
clubs and art classes it will be found very 
helpful. 



